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Scottish Team & Individual Showjumping Championships  Sunday 17 June 2007

The 2007 Scottish Schools Team & Individual Showjumping Championships saw three  schools  fielding  more than one team  in these annual championships held at Jumps Equestrian Centre Carluke. Thanks to the generosity of Rhona Benard of S&B Horseware from Cumbernauld all the team competitors received a souvenir rosette Twenty three teams declared and the individual classes were particularly well supported. Eleven riders traveled from Dumfriess and Galloway to represent Moffat Academy.

During the championships two riders were particularly successful Roxanne Motaghian representing Newarthill Primary School was able to take both the First Ridden Trophy and the Mini / Major Team Trophy back to be displayed at school. Rebecca Forbes a 2006 Schools Winter Champion added the 2007 Mini /Major Individual Title to her collection as well as being a member of the winning Dalkeith Junior Team 

The first individual class of the day was the Senior competition for riders up to the age of eighteen . This particular class is divided between horses and ponies. From the seventeen horses on the start list twelve continued through to the jump off having successfully negotiated the technical track which included a water tray. First to go was Jennifer Harbison representing Loudoun Academy riding Marquise Diamond. Jennifer is the current Winter Schools Senior Champion on this horse. Jennifer and Monty set a good standard at 27.04 but Rebecca Gatherum riding Little Scirrocco representing Bell Baxter High School changed the standard to 26.31. The following six riders all tried hard to beat this time but were unsuccessful even Rebecca on her second ride Uptown Girl had to settle for second place leaving the third place to Loudoun Academy. The pony section of the Senior class saw ten ponies through to the jump off. The pathfinder was Flora Ritchie riding Charlie’s Pride for Lomond School, Helensburgh. There was a large contingent from Lomond on the showground with two teams competing. Flora’s time of 34.94 gave her fifth position in the line up. Third to go Victoria Walker riding for Lenzie Academy Glasgow took the honours on her pony Time to Roam in a time of 26.43secs. The reserve pony champion was Arctic Blue ridden by Alexandra Findlay for St Columba’s junior school in Renfrewshire.
The First Ridden class for the ten and under riders, saw nine year old Roxanne Motaghian of Newarthill Primary School North Lanarkshire lift the trophy. Roxanne had a very successful day being part of the winning Mini Major Team along side her sister Sara and friend Allana McCulloch. Also in the ribbons in the First Ridden section were Amanda Watt of Clarkston Primary who was placed second on her pony Huckleberry  Flynn and Beth Hancock, who had traveled from Galashields took third place for St Peters Primary riding Captain Flipper. 

Judge Hilary Scott had a busy day in the indoor arena over seeing the classes. The Mini /Major title was hotly contested and twenty five riders declared. Rebecca Forbes who is regularly successful at schools competitions was not in the mood to be beaten.She had two ponies in the class a new ride Mr Razamataz and her longtime partner Windmill Boy. Nineteen combinations made it through to the raised height jump off  and thirteen of these achieved double clear rounds. However it was the determined riding of Rebecca on Mr Razamztaz who took seconds off the time ,and was crowned champion in a time of 23.11 seconds. Windmill Boy went round the jump off track in 23.47secs ahead of Sandhurst Primary pupil Sarah – Anne McIntyre and Mr Brambles who were placed third in a time of 24.11. A  further two school were represented in the ribbons  Newarthill primary, St Columba’s.

The final individual class of the day was for the Junior riders age fourteen and under. Forty five riders representing a myriad of school from throughout Scotland were in contention. Twenty five of the combinations successfully rode through to the jump off section and  twelve achieved double clears However the schools who went into the awards were in sixth place Rodger the Dodger and Beth Gladstone from Dalkeith. Fifth  place went to Lomond Academy’s Jennifer Nash on Ballinmore Blackie. Caldervale High School represented by Laura Watt and the Artful Dodger stood in fourth place  but the top three awards went to  Andy Fairbrother riding the coloured pony Tinker Two for Beaconhurst, second place to Rebecca Forbes and Windmill Boy for Dalkeith but  in superb form and taking the Junior Individual Trophy back  to Dalziel High School Motherwell was Laura Smith riding her black pony Abracadabra in a sparkling time of 24.25seconds. 

The order of the day meant that the youngest riders were first into the International Arena for The Mini/ Major Team Championship. This section produced out right winners Newarthill Primary School being the only team to finish on a zero score. A jump of was required to determine second and third place. Katherine Buckle riding Stockham Liberty Belle was the nominated rider for George Heriot’s School Edinbugh and Jessica Lee riding Flutey rode for St Columba;’s School Renfrewshire. Both girls completed the raised shortened track without faults but Jessica was the fastest in a time of 37.34 ahead of Katherine at 38.72 secs..The Turnout award was presented to St Columba’s Junior School, with their team of beautifully plaited ponies

The Junior Teams which followed had ten teams forward with Caldervale High School Airdrie and Moffat Academy from Dumfriess and Galloway both represented by two teams. This section also produced a team with a zero score following two rounds. Dalkeith Campus from Mid Lothian were  the worthy Champions. However tension mounted around the International Arena as three students had to contest the minor positions Declan Irvine on Paddy was first to jump for Lomond School and achieved a time of 38.62 secs. Next it was Caldervale High School member Allanah Hayley who unfortunately had four faults in her round. Dalziel High School selected Laura Smith and Abracadabra to represent them and a cheer resounded around the arena as her time of 34.76 was announced making them the reserve champions on the day. In this section it was Dalbeattie High School who were presented with the Scotland’s Horse News Turnout Trophy.

The day was progressing well as the first senior team entered the arena in the middle of the afternoon Drawn first to go was Uddingston Grammar whose team included two competitors new to schools team jumping. However the pattern of the day emerged in the Senior Team section as once again one team achieved a final score of zero allowing St George’s School Edinburgh to be pronounced the Champions. With just eight faults Lomond School were placed second and it was Bell Baxter High School whose team included the 2007  Senior  Horse Champion Rebecca Gatherum who were placed third. Taking the Scotland’s Horse News Turnout Trophy were the delighted senior team from Moffat Academy.
